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July,  I960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Chesham  Urban  District  Council e 


Dear  Mr®  Chairman  and  Councillors 2 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  environmental 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council's  district  for  the  year 


1959c 


It  is  a great  pleasure  to  record  the  co-operation  and  help  given  by 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  other  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  staffo  The  year  has  also  been  one  of  most  useful  co-operation 
between  this  Department  and  all  other  branches  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Services  c 

Comments  are  given  in  each  section  to  highlight  those  matters 
considered  to  be  of  importance® 

1 have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  servant p 
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SECTION  I 

GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(1)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  Census  1951  11,433 
Population  (estimated  mid-year  1959)  13,790 
Area  (acres  of  District)  3,489 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List  31.12,59)  4,876 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  (31.12,59)  £210,607 
Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1959/60  (probable)  £843 


Comparative  Statistics  - 1934  to  1959 


Population 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

YEAR 

1934 

1958 

1959 

10,240 

£56,463 

£212 

3,084 

13,060 

£184,964 

£726 

4,563 

13,790 

£210,607 

£843 

4,876 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

145 

149 

294 

Illegitimate 

6 

3 

9 

All  151 

152 

303 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

22.0 

+ Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 

,000  population 

(Comparability  factor  0.96) 

21.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent 

of  total  live  births 

3.0 

Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

- 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

All 

2 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

6.6 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  and  Still  births 

151 

154 

305 

+ See  Page  2. 
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Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

All 


Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  16.5 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  17.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  0.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks ) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  9.9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  9.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  16.4 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still  births  0.0 

Deaths 


Males 

Females 

Total 

All  causes 

78 

60 

138 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

10.0 

■♦■Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Comparability  Factor  1.04) 

10.4 

+ NOTE  g 

The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


55  NOTE  8 

The  birth  rate  is  the  highest  of  any  district  in  the  County 
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Causes  of  Death 


Tuberculosis 9 respiratory 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm*  stomach 

4 

1 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm ? lung*  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm 9 breast 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm*  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

6 

14 

Leukaemia 9 Aleukaemia 

- 

- 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

-> 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

12 

21 

Coronary  disease 9 angina 

16 

9 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

3 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrOtSis 

2 

-= 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

C ongenital  malformations 

2 

- 

2 

Other  defined  and  ilX~defined  diseases 

5 

10 

15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

— 

3 

All  other  accidents 

- 

1 

1 

78 

60 

138 

4. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 


( 1 )  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  Che sham  Urban  District  is  situated  within  the  area  of  the  High 
Wycombe  & District  Management  Committee  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board G 


Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows  8- 


TujfeereuLasis  <=>  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium , Peppard  Common 

General  «=•  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

- Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital , Aylesbury 

- Amersham  General  Hospital 

- Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

•=  Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
~ War  Memorial  Hospital,  High  Wycombe 

- Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Gross  Hospital 
Infectious  Diseases  - Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital 

Mental  - St0  John 5 s Hospital,  Stone 

Maternity  =>  The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  St®  Giles 

(2)  LABOR LTGBX FACj ILIT  IBS 

Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford  and  Luton® 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst 

for  Southwark  Borough  Council® 

(3)  AMBULANCE  SERVICES 


These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Council,  the  Chesham 
Urban  District  Council11  s area  being  covered  by  the  Chesham  sub-station® 

(4)  MIDWIFERY  and  home  nursing 

This  service  is  provided  by  Miss  M0E®  Mansion,  S®R0N®,  S®C®M®,  Q«N®, 
and  Miss  P®  Sigsworth,  S©R®N®,  S®CoM®,  Q®N®,  :from  305,  Berkhampstead  Road, 

Chesham  = Telephone  Chesham  555® 

{ 5 ) CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

Chesham  School  Clinic, 

Germain  Street 


Chesham  Community  Hall, 

Pond  Park  Windsor  Road 

( 6 ) CHESHAM  OLD  PEOPLE  «S  MELFARE  COMMITTEE 

In  December,  3=958,  following  a meeting  called  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  the  Chesham  Old  People 8 a Welfare  Committee  was  established®  The 
purpose  of  the  Committee,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  National  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Council,  is  to  co-ordinate  the  activities  of  the  various  voluntary 
organisations  providing  services  for  the  elderly® 

A very  successful  “Meals  on  Wheels®  Service  has  been  operated  by  the 


Session 

1st, 2nd, 3rd  & 
4th  Friday 
2®0  p®m® 

Each  month® 


Mn0®  Attends 

2nd  & 4th 
Friday 
Each  month® 


2nd  & 4th  Mon®  2nd.  Monday 

2®0  p®m®  Each  month®  Each  month 
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Women °s  Voluntary  Service  for  some  years  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  this 
service  when  suitable  accommodation  is  provided.  A Chiropody  Service 
has  been  established , home  visiting  of  lonely  old  people  is  being 
organised,  and  future  plans  include  hairdressing,  laundry  and  shopping 
arrangements  for  the  elderly  housebound. 

The  Committee  are  in  urgent  need  of  suitable  premises  which  will 
facilitate  a further  extension  of  this  valuable  social  service. 

(7)  FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATION 

During  the  year,  the  Amersham,  Chesham  and  District  Branch  of  the 
Family  Planning  Association  was  formed.  A clinic  is  now  held  in  the 
Ante-natal  Department  at  Amersham  Hospital  every  Thursday  at  6.30  p.m. 


SECTION  III 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948-1951 
(1)  SECTIONS  LI  and  50. 

No  action  under  these  Sections  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 


SECTION  IV 


PREVALENCE  and  control  of  infectious  disease 

( 1 )  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  given  below, 
together  with  comparative  figures  for  1958 


DISEASE 

Cases  Notified 

1959 

1958 

Measles 

7 

368 

Scarlet  Fever 

= 

1 

Whooping  Gough 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

-= 

1 

Tuberculosis 

8 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

*=* 

1 

— 

(2)  diphtheria 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  1959  was  the  fifteenth  consecutive  year 
during  which,  the  district  has  been  .free  from  diphtheria.  In  1959  70$  of 
children  under  one  were  immunised  against  this  disease. 

The  reappearance  of  diphtheria  in  a neighbouring  area,  even  though  on 
a limited  scale 9 emphasises  the  continuing  need  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  during  infancy 9 and  the  importance  of  giving  a booster  dose  at 
the  age  of  5 years „ 

(3)  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  the  children  in  the  district 
approximately  83%  had.  been  immunised  "by  the  time  they  reached  the  age  of  12 
months , 

(4)  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the  deaths 
from  the  disease,  arranged  in  age  groups. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 
Years 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 - 5 

0*0 

nca 





5 - 15 

— 

=» 

— 

— 

~> 

— 

- 

— 

15  - 25 

1 

1 

«=. 

-= 

-» 

-> 

— 

- 

25  - 35 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

-= 

— 

35  - 45 

1 

«= 

TO1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

- 

— 

— 

* 

- 

— 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

=> 

= 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

65  - 75 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Over  75 

— 

— 

— 

0X9 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Total 

5 

3 

“ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

( 5 ) B.CoG.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

B,C.G.  vaccination  is  provided  for  children  aged  13  years  by  the  School 
Health  Department* 


SUMMARY 

(Amer share  & Chesham  Divisional  Executive  Area) 

Total  No.  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  548 

Percentage  Positive  Reactors*..  ...  9.7% 

Percentage  Non-Reactors  . 90. 3% 

A positive  reaction  indicates  that  the  child  has  already  been  infected 
with  tuberculosis  and  has  thereby  acquired  a degree  of  protection  from 
further  infection  with  the  disease.  Children  showing  a strongly  positive 
reaction  are  further  investigated  by  the  County  Chest  Fhysician.  Non-reactorJ 
are  vaccinated  at  the  time  the  preliminary  tests  are  read. 


( 6 ) MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY 

Timer  sham  Rural  District  Council  and  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  Are . 

The  results  of  the  1958  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Survey  were  very 
similar'  to  those  of  the  1956  survey,  details  of  which  I gave  in  my  report  lasj 
year. 


1 . Number  examined  ...  „ • » 

2.  Approximate  percentage  of  eligible 

persons  x-rayed.. 

3.  Percentage  of  General  Public  x-rayed 

(i.e.  not  in  organised  groups) 

4*  Percentage  j examined  found  to 

have  significant  chest  lesions 


5 < 


Percentage  persons  examined  found  to 
have  active  Tuberculosis  


12^8 

...8,929 


1956 

9,383 


20% 

12% 

0.5% 

0.03% 


20% 

14% 
0.6%  I 
0.06% 


During  1959  the  Reading  Unit  provided  a mobile  unit  which  regularly 
visited  sites  in  the  area  to  provide  a chest  x-ray  service  for  General 
Practitioners  * 


It  will  be  most  interesting  to  study  the  results  of  this  experiment. 

(7)  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year.  At  the  time  oi 
writing  the  eligible  group  for  vaccination  has  been  extended  to  those  aged  fre 
six  months  up  to  forty  years. 

Poliomyelitis  is  not  as  common  in  the  25=40  age  group  but  when  the 
disease  does  occur  it  is  a more  serious  one.  Although  no  accurate  figures 
for  the  district  are  available 9 the  response  of  the  cider  age-groups  has 
been  dis appointing. 

The  great  majority  of  parents  in  this  age  group  will  have  ensured  thattl  ir 
children  are  protected.  I hope  their  aim  will  be  w protection  for  the  . 
whole  family® . 


9. 


SECTION V 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


(l)  The  Council  has  received  reports  ons- 


(a)  Mass  Radiography  Survey 9 1956| 

(b)  Safety  devices  for  gas  appliances  available  for  use  by  handi- 

capped persons j 

(c)  Dangers  associated  with  plastic  bagsj 

(d)  Fluoridation  and  the  control  of  Dental  Caries  $ 

(e)  The  Relationship  between  Lung  Cancer  and  Smoking 0 

Through  the  help  of  the  local  press  these  matters  have  been  brought 
to  the  Public  notice 0 On  at  least  one  occasion  mention  was  made  of  one  of 
the  above  items  on  the  S ,EC  Regional  BeB0C»  News0 


In  addition  a great  deal  of  Health  Education  at  its  most  effective 
level j ioe0  personal  conversation^  is  carried  out  during  the  routine  work 
and  visits  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department „ 


10 


SECTION  VI 


S AN IT ARY  INSPECTION 


(1)  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 
Housing  Inspections! 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  .. 
Revisits  made  to  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  .. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  

Revisits  made  to  houses  under  Housing  Acts  

Visits  to  houses  under  Rent  Acts  

Miscellaneous  visits  to  houses  

Visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants 


6) 

50 

1J 

33 

31 

39 


Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises: 


Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  (Meat  Inspection) 

Visits  to  Butchers'  Shops  

Visits  to  Fish  Shops  

Visits  to  Grocers'  Shops  

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Places  

Visits  to  Restaurants  . .©  

Visits  to  Bakehouses  and  Confectioners  .. 
Visits  in  connection  with  Milk  Sampling  .. 
Visits  to  Dairies 


9 

31 

22 
L2 
LC 
L 2 
L3 
2 


Infectious  Disease t Rodent  and  Vermin  Control: 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  vermin  ... 

Number  of  rooms  disinfested  

Revis its  o.»  q o o o o o ...  ...  ... 

Visits  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control... 

Other  Vis its ; 


5 


2 

6 

>4 


V is  i is  to  Knacker  ^ s Y ard  .<>.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • • 4 

Visits  and  inspections  of  Factories  „©  £ 

Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supply t-9 

Interviews  «.o  © © © ©oo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..#  * 

Miscellaneous  visits  ©„«  3 


Visits  & Observations  re  Atmospheric  Pollution 5 

(2)  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


The  exceptionally  warm  summer  and  autumn  of  1959  brought  a marked  ine 
in  the  number  of  requests  from  the  public  to  deal  with  various  insect  pest 
Wasps  were  particularly  numerous  and  134  nests  were  destroyed.  Treatment  3 
by  dusting  with  Fyre thrum  based  insect  powder,  applying  liquid  sprays  or  b; 
use  of  DDT/Lindane  generators.  The  latter  were  very  useful  and  effective 
nests  were  located  in  inaccessible  places  such  as  roof  spaces.  The  Counci 
decided  that  no  charge  should  be  made  for  this  service© 

A variety  of  insect  pests  were  treated  at  14  other  premises  during  tb< 


£9f 


the 

are 
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year  at  the  request  of  householders . It  is  worthy  to  note  however  that  no 
infestations  of  bed.  bugs  or  fleas  were  reported  during  the  year. 

( 3 ) PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936.  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES  BY  INFORMAL  ACTION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  which  have  been  dealt 
with  by  means  of  informal  action  during  1959:- 


Number  of  Defects 

Defect 

Outstanding 
on  1.1.59 

Reported 
in  1959. 

Remedied 
in  1959. 

Outstanding 

on- 31.12.59 

Dangerous  Roofs 

_ 

Dangerous  condition  of 

chimney  stack 

2 

- 

2 

— 

Leaking  Roofs 

6 

11 

12 

5 

Defective  roof  surface 

water  drainage 

12 

4 

11 

5 

Defective  and  dangerous 

ceilings 

3 

6 

8 

1 

Defective  doors  and 

windows 

11 

8 

10 

9 

Defective  boarded  floors , 

stairs  &c„ 

4 

3 

6 

1 

Defective  fireplaces 

1 

- 

1 

Dampness 

20 

26 

19 

27 

Defective  sanitary 

accommodation 

5 

6 

8 

3 

Inadequate  sanitary 

accommodation 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Defective  drainage 

systems 

3 

4 

7 

- 

Unsatisfactory  yard 

paving  and  drainage 

6 

5 

11 

- 

Unsatisfactory  dustbins 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Miscellaneous 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Totals 

77 

82 

105 

54 

U)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT*  1936 

- STATUTORY 

NOTICES 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and  complied 
with  during  the  yearg- 


Section 

of 

Act 

Number  of  Notices 

Details 

Outstand- 
ing on 
1.1.1959. 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Outstand- 
ing on 
31.12.59. 

39 

Defective  drainage 
systems 

1 

- 

1 

- 

45 

Defective  sanitary 
ac  c ommod at io n 

1 

1 

93 

Abatement  of 
nuisances 

1 

1 

2 

12 


SECTION  VII 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


(1)  WATER  SUPPLY 

Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Council's 
Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickmans worth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  and  amalgamated  companies.  This  Council's  Undertaking 
supplies  about  84$  of  the  total  dwellings  within  the  district  in  that  part 
which  may  be  conveniently  described  as  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  prior  I 
to  the  extension  of  boundaries  in  1934. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertakings  have  supplied  main  water  i 
that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity  and  quality. 

There  are  only  24  dwellings  in  the  District  dependent  upon  a well 
supply. 

Treatment  and  Plumbo~Sclvency  of  Water 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination  and  the 
waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

During  the  year'  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  piped  water  supplied 
t?y  the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Sixteen  samples , eight  for  bacteriological  examination  and  eight  for 
chemical  analysiss  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  He  reports  that 
all  the  samples  were  of  high  chemical  and  bacteriological  purity,  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and  estimated 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Estimated 

Houses 

Caravans 

Population 

Internal  piped  supply 

4s,  803 

13,522 

External  supply 

73 

— 

27 

— 

196 

mJ 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all  parts  of  the 
District  in  which  new  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year. 

(2)  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

The  only  public  swimming  bath  within  the  Urban  District  is  controlled  | 
by  the  Council.  The  premises,  situated  on  the  Moor,  comprise  an  open  bath 
measuring  85  feet  by  35  feet  with  covered  dressing  accommodation  and  sanitary 
conveniences.  The  bath  is  filled  with  unheatea  water  pumped  from  a bore  well 
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on.  the  site.  The  water  is  changed  weekly  or  more  frequently  during  periods  of 
heavy  use. 

The  water  in  the  filled  bath  is  treated  daily  by  the  manual  addition  of  a 
sterilising  solution  of  chlorine  in  doses  sufficient  to  maintain  the  residual 
chlorine  at  the  .recommended  level  of  between  Gc2  and  0.5  parts  per  million  at 
all  times  when  bathing  is  in  progress.  No  other  treatment  is  carried  out. 

The  raw  water  from,  the  bore  w ell  is  known  to  be  subject  to  intermittent 
contamination.  In  the  year  under  review  no  samples  of  water  from  the  bath 
have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  but  the  residual  chlorine 
content  has  been  checked  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  frequent  occasions. 
Bacteriological  tests  in  previous  years  have  shown  that  whenever  the  residual 
chlorine  is  maintained  at  the  recommended  level  the  water  is  safe  for  bathing 
purposes • 

Plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  bath  have  been  approved  in  principle 
by  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government.  The  work  of  installing  the 
filter  plant  has  received  specific  approval  and  the  work  is  now  in  hand, 
although  in  view  of  tendering  difficulties  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  plant 
will  be  in  operation  during  the  I960  swimming  season. 

(3)  SEVffiRAGE__AND  _SEtf A (55  DjS PQS AL 

The  sewerage  of  the  town  is  on  the  separate  system*  the  soil  water  sewer 
discharging  to  the  Council 5 s Sewage  Disposal  Plant  in  Latimer  Road.  The 
effluent  resulting  from  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  in  sedimentation  tanks 
and  percolating  filters  is  discharged  to  the  River  Chess. 

The  increased  population  both  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  area  of 
Chesham  Beds*  which  is  served  by  the  works,  is*  however*  beginning  to  exert 
a strong  influence  on  the  operation  of  the  works*  and  it  Is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  the  necessary  high  standard  of  effluent 
required.  Also  many  items  of  mechanical  equipment  are  nearing  the  end  of 
their  useful  life.  In  view  of  these  factors  the  opinion  of  a Consulting 
Engineer  is  being  obtained  with  a view  to  deciding  whether  any  modifications 
or  extensions  are  necessary  to  cope  with  the  increased  population. 

The  quality  of  the  effluent  as  ascertained  by  chemical  analysis  is  within 
the  limits  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal, 
but  it  is  doubtful  Whether  at  times  the  necessary  dilution  is  obtained  because 
of  the  decreasing  flow  in  the  River  Chess. 

The  relaying  of  the  foul  sewer  in  Germain  Street,  Wey  Lane  and  part  of 
Church  Street  has  been  completed.  Mary  defective  lengths  were  found  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  work  will  make  a substantial  contribution  towards  the 
elimination  of  infiltrating  subsoil  water.  An  area  in  the  north  of  the  town 
is  now  being  investigated  with  a view  to  a similar  scheme  being  carried  out. 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  by  public  sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1953/54  showed  that  approximately  450  dwellings 
were  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer.  This  number  has  since 
increased  with  the  building  of  further  houses  in  Berkeley  Avenue*  Botley 
Road  and  other  outlying  parts  of  the  town.  Most  of  the  dwellings  drain  to 
either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic  tank  and  soakaway  into  chalk.  Since 
1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for  new  dwellings. 

Cesspool  emptying 

The  Councils  machine  emptied  276  cesspools  during  1959,  250  being  in 
the  Urban  District*  whilst  the  remainder  were  in  adjoining  areas. 

(4)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

All  house  refuse  collected  in  the  Urban  District  is  disposed  of  by 


incineration  at  the  Gmmcil8g  Incinerator  Plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Chesham. 

Provision  of  Dustb ins 

Sinn®  1950  the  il  has  used  the  powers  given  by  Section  75(3)  of 
the  Public*  Health  Agt,  1936,  which  provides  that  in  lieu  of  requiring  owners 
or  occupiers  of  buildings  to  provide  dustbins,  the  Local  Authority  may  the^ 
selves  undertake  to  provide  and  maintain  such  dustbins  as  may  be  necessary. 
An  annual  charge  of  ?/6d0  collected  with  the  al  rate,  is  charged  for 
each  dustbin o 

In  practice  where  arrangements  for  refuse  storage  are  unsatisfactory, 
the  owner  of  the  premises  is  given  an  opportunity  of  providing  a dustbin 
before  a Council  bin  is  ds  .iv?  vd0 


Number  of  dustbins  provided  in  1959  . 

Number  of  dustbins  provided  1950/1958  00« 

Number  of  dustbins  withdrawn  1959  0.e 

T o tal  pr  ovi ded . e . 


o c o e © 


7 

197 

204 

8 

196 


(5)  SLDM_CI£ 


.QIe&iau„:^Areas 


Two  Clearance  Areas  comprising  27  houses  in  the  George  Street  and 
Alexander  Sireei  areas  we  lar  . in  September,  1959.  The  Council  decided 

to  deal  with  the  areas  by  acquis it  es  and  negotiations  with  the 

owners  for  purchase  by  agreement  were  commenced.  The  ac  ommodation  for  re- 
housing  -i  will  become  available  during  I960. 

Individual  Up f j. _H_ uses 

One  individual  unf.rt  hrr.se  has  beer  d*m  ..is'ned  during  the  year  and  three 
unfit  h 1 have  bee"  foi  e t he  end  of  the  year 

action  had  'been  commenced  in  relation  tc  a further  six  unfit  houses. 


General  Pr  - . 


In  the  Council 8 s provisional  pr  •.  gramme  f slum  clearance  prepared  in 
1956  it  was  proposed  that  by  196 L ad ic n sh< uld  be  taken  in  relation  to  150 
houses  o By  the  end  of  1959  action  had  bee  take  with  regard  to  55  houses • 


(6) 


In  March,  1959  a notice  was  served  upc  le  occupier  of  a lodging  he 
requiring  her  to  provide  additional  s a ' it-ary  accommodation  for  the  occupants 
of  the  premises,  or  in  defau  such  provisi  i t redu  e the  number  of 
persons  occupying  the  pre  • - c At  the  time  17  persons  were  occupying  the 

house  and  only  one  water  closet  was  available.  The  Lee  required  an  extra 

closet  to  be  provided  or  the  number  of  persons  reduced  to  12 0 The  notice  was 
not  complied  with  in  the  period  allowed  and  the  Council  issued  a summons.  In 
the  local  Magistrates  8 Court  the  maximum  fine  of  £5  was  imposed  although  at 
the  date  of  the  hearing  an  additional  water  closer  had  been  installed* 

(7)  HOUSING  REPAIRS 


The  number  of  houses  at  which  repairs  were  carried  out  following  informaJ 
action  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  28*  Formal  action  under 
the  Public  Heal  th  Act  resulted  in  the  repair  of  3 other  houses  * Action  was  ir 


most  cases  the  result  of  complaint  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  by 
the  occupiers  concerned 0 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  has  been  carried 

out, 

(8)  THE  RENT  ACT,  195? 

Few  members  of  the  public  sought  information  from  the  Council's  Public 
Health  Inspectors  as  to  the  procedure  for  securing  the  abatement  of  disrepair 
under  the  Act  and  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year, 

(9)  GRANTS  FOR  TEE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

The  House  Purchase  & Housing  Act,  1959?  introduced  with  effect  from 
14th  June,  1959  a new  and  simpler  scheme  for  the  provision  of  grants  for  the 
improvement  of  the  older  houses „ Briefly  the  new  scheme  provides  for  the 
payment  of  a Standard  Grant  not  exceeding  £155  to  the  owner  of  a house  who 
equips  the  dwelling  with  five  basic  amenities,  namely; 

Fixed,  bath  in  bathrooms 
Water  Closet f 
Wash-hand -Bas inj 

Hot  Water  Supply  and  Food  Store, 

Grants  on  a reduced  scale  are  payable  where  one  or  more  of  the  five 
amenities  already  exist,  A grant  must  be  paid  if  the  Council  are  satisfied 
as  to  the  applicant's  interest  in  the  property  and  that  the  dwelling  is  fit 
for  human  habitation  and  has  a useful  life  of  at  least  15  years. 

The  scheme  is  designed  to  deal  with  the  relatively  straightforward  cases 
in  which  improvements  involve  little  or  no  structural  alterations,  leaving  the 
original  scheme  of  Discretionary  Grants  for  the  more  elaborate  proposals. 

Only  six  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year.  This  apparently  poor  response  is  rather  disappointing  and  the  new 
scheme  would  appear  no  more  attractive  to  owners  than  the  scheme  of 
Discretionary  Grants,  applications  for  which  are  still  few  in  number, 

A survey  of  the  town  carried,  out  in  1953  revealed  that  approximately 
1,000  houses  were  in  a sound,  condition  but  lacked  modern  amenities.  After 
allowing  for  the  improvements  carried  out  since  then  there  are  obviously  many 
hundreds  of  houses  still  in  need  of  and  capable  of  improvement  for  which  grants 
might  be  claimed. 

Applications  for  both  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  are  predominantly 
from  owner/occupi er s , little  interest  being  shown  by  landlords  of  rented 
property.  The  tables  below  show  the  number  of  applications  received  and 
approved,  together  with  the  total  amount  of  grants  made  for  the  years  1954  to 
1959  inclusive. 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Number  of  applications  received  (1959) 0,0 
Number  of  applications  approved. 

Total  grants  payable 
Number  of  schemes  completed 


0 9©  o O 1 


o 00  © © © 


© © © © © © 


© © © a © © 


© • © © • 


©90  ©9©  09©  009 


6 

6 

£380 

Nil 
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DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


1954-1957 

1958 

1959 

Total 

Number  of  Applications 

65 

11 

20 

96 

Number  of  Grants 
approved 

58 

11 

20 

89 

Total  cost  of  approved 
improvements 

£25,080 

£4,905 

£9,378 

£39,3 

Total  amount  of  grants 
approved 

£11,037 

£2,209 

£4,174 

£17,4 

Number  of  schemes  comple 

ted  56 

4 

15 

75 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  made  209  visits  during  the  year  in  conne< 
tion  with  improvement  schemes  advising  applicants  on  proposals  or  inspecting  wo:  s 
in  progress. 

(10)  POSTWAR  HOUSING 


During  1959,  the  Council  rehoused  113  families,  including  51  exchanges  of 
tenancy.  Since  1946,  Chesham  Council  have  provided  alternative  housing  accommo- 
dation for  1,570  families,  and  the  following  details  of  the  number  of  new  dwelli 
erected  in  the  post-war  period  are  of  interest. 
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YEAR 

1 ' 

HOUSE  TYPES 

& NUMBER 

ANNUAL 

COUNCIL 

TOTAL 

HOUSES  ERECTED  E 5 
PRIVATE  ENTERFRIS 
(including  Housir. 
Associations) 

Temporary 

Bungalows 

Houses 

Plats 

O.A.P. 

Bung- 
alows . 

1946 

35 

- 

- 

- 

35 

u ! 

1947 

- 

14 

- 

- 

14 

17 

1948 

- 

67 

- 

- 

67 

15 

1949 

- 

87 

28 

- 

115 

24 

1950 

- 

18 

8 

- 

26 

15 

1951 

- 

33 

8 

8 

49 

11 

.1952 

- 

- 

36 

- 

36 

5 

1953 

- 

22 

12 

5 

39 

31 

1954 

- 

144 

17 

- 

161 

69 

1955 

<= 

34 

13 

27 

74 

123 

1956 

- 

36 

12 

- 

48 

180 

1957 

- 

28 

24 

- 

52 

167 

1958 

- 

44 

8 

- 

52 

163 

1959 

- 

- 

28 

- 

28 

244 

TOTAL 

35 

527 

194 

40 

796 

1,078  _ 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  130  houses  under  construction  by  the  Counc 
and  221  under  private  construction. 
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(11 )  HOUSING  FOR  SPECIAL  CLASSES  - Accommodation  for  Elderly  Persons 

Proposed  developments  in  Deansway  are  an  important  example  of 
co-operation  between  the  County  Council  as  Welfare  Authority  and  the  District 
Council  as  Housing  Authority  in  the  provision  of  accommodation  specially 
designed  for  the  varying  needs  of  elderly  persons. 

Following  joint  consultations , plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  by 
the  County  Architect  for  a comprehensive  scheme  including  residential 
accommodation  and  flatlets  for  old  people.  Provision  will  be  made  for 
communal  facilities , including  common  rooms,  laundry  and  guest  rooms  for 
visitors. 


(12)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT, 


Moveable  Dwellings 

During  195%  4 persons  were  licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Act  to 
station  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district.  In  addition,  23  caravans  were 
stationed  on  the  site  managed  by  the  Chesham  Council  on  their  land  at  Trapps 
Lane,  Chesham.  The  Council's  site  which  has  been  fully  occupied  since 
opening  in  1951  contains  standings  for  23  caravans.  A piped  supply  of  main 
water  is  available  and  a communal  sanitary  block  has  been  provided  containing 
water  closets  and  washing  facilities.  A rental  of  10/-  per  week  is  charged 
for  each  caravan. 


A local  enquiry  was  held  on  10th  April,  1959  into  the  Council's  appeal 
against  the  refusal  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  to  grant  permission  for  the 
retention  of  the  Council's  site  after  13th  March,  I960.  In  August,  following 
his  Inspector's  Report  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government  decided  to 
allow  the  appeal  and  to  grant  planning  permission  for  a further  period  of  7 
years,  subject  to  the  condition  that  not  more  than  46  caravans  would  be 
stationed  on  the  land  at  any  one  time. 

This  extension  of  permission  will  enable  the  Council  to  provide 
additional  facilities  and  amenities  and  to  run  the  site  economically.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Council's  Engineer  & Surveyor  was  proceeding  with  the 
preliminary  work  necessary  to  carry  out  the  Council's  proposals  for  the 
extension  and  improvement  of  the  site.  The  amenities  proposed  include  the 
provision  of  an  electricity  supply  point  to  each  caravan,  concrete  standings 
and  carriageway , a car  park,  fire  and  water  points  and  a children's  play- 
ground. In  addition  there  will  be  an  ablution  block  containing  a communal 
laundry  with  means  of  heating  water  and  wash  boilers  together  with  baths, 
water  closets  and  wash-hand-basins. 

(13)  RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  1949 

The  methods  of  rodent  control  practiced  in  the  district  have  been 
similar  to  those  in  previous  years.  Inspection  of  all  types  of  property  is 
carried  out  as  a result  of  notifications  received  from  occupiers,  and  to  a 
greater  extent  by  the  continual  routine  survey  of  the  area.  Particular 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  survey  of  agricultural  property.  Premises 
occupied  by  the  Council  have  also  been  regularly  surveyed  and  kept  free  from 
rats  and  mice.  The  total  number  of  properties  surveyed  during  the  year  shows 
a decrease  on  previous  years.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  Council's  Rodent 
Operator  being  absent  on  sick  leave  for  approximately  two  months. 

Destruction  of  Rats  in  Sewers 

It  was  reported  in  1958  that  as  a result  of  the  use  of  Warfarin  the 
Council's  sewers  had  been  cleared  of  rats.  Test  baiting  in  April,  1959 
revealed  that  this  satisfactory  condition  had  been  maintained  except  for  minor 
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infestations  at  three  manholes.  These  manholes  were  treated  Immediately  end 
examined  again  in  October  when  no  further  evidence  of  rats  was  found. 

A summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below g- 

Rodent  Control  during  1959 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Auth- 

ority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cult- 

ural. 

- 

All  Other 
(including 
business ) 

lo  Inspections 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  ofg 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 
( 0 ) Reins pent ions 

2 

9 

/ 

5 

47 

721 

8 

a 

3 

20 

I46 

11 

Total  Inspections 

16 

776 

44 

177 

II 0 Infestations 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  bys 
(a)  Rats 

1 

83 

12 

36 

(b)  Mice 

1 

7 

1 

U 

Total  Infestations 

2 

90 

13 

50 

III.  Total  Treatments  (rats  & mice) 
Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  (including  re- 
treatments  ) 

2 

76 

6 

22 

IV 0 Number  of  “Block®  Control 
Schemes  carried  cut. 

18 





(li ) RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLINGS  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951 


Two  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act?  the  activities  carried  on  beii 
uphols tery  work « 

(15)  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  195.1 


No  person  has  been  licensed  te  keep  a pet  shop  during  the  year. 

(16)  KNACKER °S  YARD 

The  licensed  knacker 5 s yard  situated  at  Broadview  Farm*  Great  Hivings? 
Ghesham?  has  continued  to  operate  during  the  year0  The  occupier  reports  that 
the  carcases  of  40  horses  and  2 donkeys  were  brought  to  the  yard  in  1959?  a 
decrease  ©11  previous  years  0 No  horses  were  slaughtered  on  the  premises  ? and 
in  factp  horses  now  represent  only  a small  proportion  of  the  total  animals 
dealt  witho 

Regulations  requiring  that  all  meat  from  a knacker 8 s yard  must  be  stained 
or  sterilised  before  leaving  the  premises  were  made  early  in  1959 o The 
Regulations  were  to  have  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  April?  but  a few  days 
before  this  date  they  were  revoked  by  the  Minister  cf  Agriculture 9 Fisheries 
& Food.  An  important  provision  of  the  Regulations  welcomed  by  Public  Health 
Officers  was  that  all  unfit  meat?  whether  from,  slaughterhouses  or  knackers® 
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yards  was  to  be  sterilised  before  sale  for  pets.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
provision  will  be  included  in  any  revised  Regulations  which  may  be  issued. 

(17)  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT.  1957 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Occupiers  of  17  premises  at  which  the  business  of  hairdresser  or  barber 
is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section  52  of  the  Buckinghamshire  County 
Council  Act,  1957® 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October , 1958.  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing  the  cleanliness  of 
premises,  of  equipment  used  and  of  persons  working  on  the  premises. 

(18)  FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937-1959 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions  of  the 
Factories  Acts  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report  are  tables 
giving  particulars  of  the  visits  made  to  factories  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  also  responsible  for  the  certification 
of  factories  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  Two  certificates  were  issued  during 
the  year0 

The  plans  of  all  new  factories  are  examined  in  the  Department, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  ensure  that  the  plans  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations  and  that  adequate  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  provided  for  the  persons  employed. 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  as  factories  shows  an  increase 
on  previous  years  and  several  new  factories  are  under  construction  or  are  being 
planned  for  the  area.  The  principal  industries  are  indicated  by  the  list 
below  ? - 


Factories  with  Power 


Woodware  and  Joinery 
Motor-vehicle  repairs 
Brushware 

Boot  Manufacture  and  Repairs 
Light  Engineering 
Clothing  and  Textiles 
Printers 

Food  Manufacture  and  Packing 

Upholstery 

Miscellaneous 


16 

11 

9 

6 

16 

5 

3 

8 

2 

27 


103 


Building  Operations 

Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 


8 


Undertakers 
Stone  Mason 
Cycle  Repairs 
Packing 


1 

1 

1 

2 


5 


Outworkers 


Under  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  the  occupier  of  every 
factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes  of  work  must  send  to 
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the  district  Council  during  the  months  of  February  and  August  of  each  year  a 
list  showing  all  the  outworkers  employed  by  him  during  the  previous  six  mont 
A table  showing  the  persons  employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  trades  in 
Chesham  is  annexed  to  the  report, 

( 19)  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  sanitary  accommodation  for  employees  was  provided  at  on 
shop  in  compliance  with  a notice  served  under  the  Act, 
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SECTION  VIII 
INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(1)  MILK 

Milk  & Dairies  (General)  Regulations s 1959 

Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 1949  to  1954 
Milk  (Special  Designation) (Pas teurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations , 1949  to  1953. 


Since  1949 , the  duties  of  Local  Authorities  have  been  concerned  mainly 
with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to  the  distribution  of  milk  and 
its  handling  and  treatment  at  premises  other  than  dairy  farms,  The  provisions 
with  regard  to  infection  of  milk  with  diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also  the 
responsibility  of  Local  Authorities, 


There  are  ten  producers  of  milk  within  the  Council's  area  and  the  majority 
are  known  to  have  licensed  "Tuberculin  Tested"  herds.  All  but  one  dispose  of 
their  milk  in  bulk,  either  to  the  local  firm  of  Chesham  Dairies  Limited,  or  to 
the  Express  Dairy  Company  (London)  Limited, 

The  one  producer/retailer  operates  a retail  round  in  the  Chesham  area, 
selling  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk. 

Number  of  Registered  Milk  Distributors  4 
Number  of  Registered  Premises  used  as 
Dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  1 


The  number  and  type  of  licences  granted  by  this  Authority  under  the 
Regulations  are  given  below  % - 


Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  2 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  "Pasteurised"  2 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  2 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of 
the  special  designation  "Sterilised"  1 


During  the  year  eight  samples  of  bottled  milk  in  respect  of  which  the 
special  designation  "Pasteurised"  was  in  use  were  collected  from  licensed 
distributors  in  the  area  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination.  All  samples  passed  the  prescribed  tests  for  "Pasteurised" 

Milk, 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations, 


No  action  to  deal  with  infested  supplies  of  milk  was  necessary  during 

the  period. 


Tuberculosis 


No  notifications  of  the  slaughter  of  tuberculous  animals  under  the  above 
Order  were  received  during  the  year, 

(2)  ICE-CREAM 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc)  Regulations,  195?. 

No  ice-cream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  district.  Most  of  the  ice-cream 
sold  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety. 
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(3)  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  BY  TYPES 


General  Grocery  and  'Green  Grocery 

Shops 

9 0 0 

© 9 9 

53 

Butchers c Shops  . 0 . . * . 

0 9 0 

© 9 © 

9 9 9 

0 9 9 

13 

Wet  Fish  Shops  © . . 0 . © 

9 9 9 

9 0 0 

9 9 0 

9 0 0 

3 

Fish  Frying  Premises  c c . 

o e • 

9 9 0 

9 0 0 

9 0 0 

2 

Bakers  © © o © © o © © « 

ooc 

ooe 

0 O O 

9 0 0 

3 

Confectionery  © © © © . © 

0 o o 

0 9 9 

o e o 

0 9 0 

12 

Restaurants  , ©.  ©.© 

ooc 

0 9 0 

9 9 0 

9 9 9 

10 

Food  manufacturing  premises 

0 9 9 

9 0 9 

0 0 9 

0 9 9 

3 

Dairies  © o © © © © ©•<> 

e © o 

©CO 

9 9 9 

O O O 

1 

Factory  and  Shop  Canteens 

0 9 0 

o © © 

9 9 0 

0 0 9 

10 

School  Kitchens  o06  ooc 

9 9 0 

O • O 

0 9 0 

0 0 9 

3 

School  Dining  Centres  ooe 

9 9 0 

0 9 0 

9 9 0 

0 9 0 

10 

Licensed  Premises ©©  ©©« 

COO 

COO 

9 9 0 

9 0 9 

27 

Food  War  ehouses  © © © © © . 

O © O 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

0 9 0 

1 

Clubs  and  Public  Halls© ©„ 

© o © 

0 9 9 

0 0 9 

9 9 9 

12 

163 

Notes  Premises  at  which  more  than 

i one 

type 

of  business 

is  carried  on  are  counted  once  only. 


(4)  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE  t,  STORAGE  OR  SALE 
OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  13  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1958 

Added  to 
Register 

1959 

— 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1959 

— 

Total  on 
Register 
31©12o59. 

Visits 

in 

1959 

Sale  and  Storage  of 
ice-cream 

55 

2 

1 

56) 

) 

) 

5) 

Manufacture  of  ice- 
cream 

6 

1 

22 

Manufacture  of 
Preserved  Food 

T n 

— 

17 

12 

Fish  Frying 

5 

- 

- 

5 

4 

TOTALS 

S'3 

2 

2 

83 

38 

( 5 ) SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


The  slaughterhouse  which  for  several  years  had  been  under  lease  to  Chesha 
Council  from  the  Chesham©  Wycombe  & Tring  Cooperative  Society  ceased  to  opera 
in  September;)  1959e  Since  this  date  no  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  Chesha 
and  the  group  of  Amersham  and  Chesham  traders  who  were  using  the  Co-operative 
slaughterhouse  have  obtained  facilities  in  neighbouring  districts. 

Slaughterhouse  Reports  ° Slaughterhouses  Act.  1958,  Section  3 a 

Local  authorities  are  under  an  obligation  to  review  the  slaughtering 
facilities  and  future  requirements  of  their  districts,  and  reports  on  the 
matter  must  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  before  2nd  November  9 I960. 
Consultations  with  interested  bodies  in  the  area  and  representatives  of 
neighbouring  authorities  will  be  taking  place  during  I960  preparatory  to  the 
publication  of  the  report  for  the  Chesham  Urban  District® 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts©  1933  to  1954 . 


The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of  Slaughtermens- 


Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December s 1958 
Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  1959 
Applications  for  Renewals  considered  during  1959 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  removed  from  Register 
(no  applications  for  renewal  of  licences) 

Number  ©f  Slaughtermen  ©n  Register  at  31st  December p 1959 


9 

3 

8 


(6 ) INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

The  Council0 a Public  Health  Inspectors  were  responsible  for  the  post- 
mortem examination  of  animals  killed  at  the  Slaughterhouse  until  it  closed 
down  in  September  and  a system  of  100$  insp-  . . was  in  operation.  This 

work  involved  254  visits  t@  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  nine  ths. 


A table  showing  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  in  1959 
is  given  below g- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cow© 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

382 

14 

16 

871 

1,495 

- 

Number  inspected 

382' 

14 

16 

871 

1,495 

- 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

& Cysticersi,. 

Whole  ear eases  condemned 

cxa 

- 

- 

- 

Carcase®  ©f  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

82 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T0B« 
and  cysticerci 

21.4$ 

7.1$ 

6.2$ 

0.1$ 

2.8$ 

Tuberculosis  only 8 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

«= 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

6 

<=» 

VJD 

56 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 

T„B0 

1.5$ 

3.7$ 

Cvstieareos is  8 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

2 

c=a 

CO 

CO 

! 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  re- 
frigeration . 

2 

- 

_ 

1 . 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

asa 

CD 

co 

CD 

= - - . - - . - - 
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Percentage  of  Animals  Inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

The  percentage  of  cattle  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis  maintained 
the  improvement  shown  in  recent  years,  but  the  percentage  of  pigs  affected 
was  slightly  higher*  The  following  table  shows  comparative  figures  for  the 
past  five  years* 

Percentage  of  Number  Inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis 


YEAR 

CATTLE 

Excluding 

Cows 

COWS 

CALVES 

PIGS 

1955 

6.74$ 

14.67$ 

- 

2.52$ 

1956 

5.32$ 

4.34$ 

- 

3.62% 

1957 

5.78$ 

- 

0.59$ 

2.97  $ 

1958 

4«85$ 

- 

- 

3.45$ 

1959 

1.5$ 

- 

- 

3.7$ 

(7)  FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations a 1935  to  1957. 

1959  was  the  fourth  year  during  which  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 
have  operated*  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to  devote  much  of  their 
time  to  the  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  and  in  all  144  visits  have  been 
made  to  food  shops  and  other  places  where  food  businesses  are  carried  on. 

For  the  first  time  for  several  years  a small  number  of  food  stalls  were 
set  up  in  the  Market  Square.  Conditions  at  a wet  fish  stall  which  started 
operating  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer  soon  caused  concern,  but 
fortunately  the  stallholder  gave  up  the  venture* 

Because  of  the  difficulties  of  maintaining  hygienic  conditions  at  places 
where  food  is  sold  in  the  open  air,  the  Council  was  advised  to  prohibit  food 
stalls  on  this  site  except  those  selling  fruit  and  vegetables  or  pre-packed 
food. 


Further  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  a number  of  food  businesses 
in  the  district  in  response  to  action  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
Progress  towards  better  standards  is  hampered  by  the  small  and  badly  designed 
premises  in  which  long==established  food  businesses  are  located  and  by  the 
difficulties  which  traders  have  in  attracting  the  right  type  of  staff. 

Public  Health  Officers  used  every  opportunity  to  introduce  food  hygiene 
topics  to  members  of  the  general  public  who  must  be  relied  upon  to  set  the 
final  standards 9 although  admittedly  this  activity  is  on  a limited  scale. 

Further  posters  depicting  food  hygiene  subjects  have  been  distributed 
for  display  in  all  local  factory  and  shop  canteens*  Persons  starting  up  a 
new  food  business  in  the  district  are  sent  explanatory  booklets  and  notices 
on  the  Regulations  and  are  invited  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  as  to  how  the  Regulations  affect  their  particular  trade* 

Codes  of  Practice 


Arrangements  were  made  to  supply  to  all  local  butchers  copies  of  the  first 
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Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice,  “Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade**.  This  Code, 
which  was  issued  jointly  by  the  Ministers  of  Health  and  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
& Food  gives  advice  and  guidance  to  persons  in  the  meat  trade  who  are  respons- 
ible for  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Certificates  of  Exemption 

Certificates  granting  exemption  from  certain  specified  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  have  operated  in  respect  of  22  premises  during  the  year. 

Prosecutions 

One  local  firm  of  food  traders  was  prosecuted  for  two  offences  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  The  offences  related  to  the  failure  to  provide  a 
wash-hand-basinj,  and  a supply  of  hot  and  cold  water,  together  with  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  outdoor  clothing  of  the  staff.  The  local  Magistrates’ 
Court  imposed  fines  totalling  £60. 

(8)  UNSOUND  FOOD 

Members  of  the  public  have  brought  to  notice  very  few  instances  in  which 
unsound  foodstuffs  have  been  sold.  Complaints  made  have  been  investigated  but 
no  formal  action  has  been  necessary.  Several  reports  of  foodstuffs  containing 
extraneous  material  have  been  passed  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Bucks  County 
Council  for  investigation  as  the  County  Council  are  the  responsible  authority 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act. 

The  following  amounts  of  unsound  food  were  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the  years- 

Weight 


Tons  cwts  lbs 


Beef  ... 

© • o 

o o © 

© © © 

O © 0 

10 

25 

Veal 

e o © 

© © © 

© o © 

o © o 

— 

— 

2 

Mutton  ... 

o o © 

<9  9 0 

© © © 

o © © 

- 

- 

39 

Pork  c . o 

© o © 

o © © 

o o o 

©GO 

- 

8 

7 

Fish 

o © © 

0 0 9 

o o © 

© 0 • 

— 

- 

73 

Corned  Beef 

© © O 

o o o 

® © o 

9 0 0 

— 

73 

Cooked  Ham 

© 0 0 

© O © 

© o o 

0 o o 

— 

- 

37 

Pudding  & Cake  Mix 

& O 0 

© o © 

o • © 

— 

8 

56 

Bq.0  Q£i  o o © 

o o o 

© © © 

©CO 

© © © 

- 

- 

13 

1 8 101 


Tinned  Foods 

52  Jars  Jam 
3 Tins  Fruit 

2 Tins  Vegetables 

3 Tins  Milk 
.13  Tins  Meat 

1 Tin  Fish 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  (other  than  meat)  are  destroyed  by  incineration  at  the 
Council’s  plant  in  Latimer  Road j,  Chesham0  Owners  are  permitted  to  retain 
possession  of  unsound  meat  after  staining  with  a green  dye  provided  they  give 
a signed  undertaking  that  it  will  not  be  used  for  human  consumption. 

F.  SEYMOUR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
L.Do  SATURLET 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  MERE  FOUND 
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TOTAL 
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